
• Often should begin with a brief summary of 
the main findings and their means…

• Should answer the question stated in the 
introduction

• Some other items commonly addressed:

– Limitations of the study

– Relationship to findings of other research

– Other research needed
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• Typically should move from specific 
to general

(opposite of the Introduction)
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• It is the hardest section to write.

• Its primary purpose is to show the 
relationships among observed facts.

• It should end with a short summary or 
conclusion regarding the significance of the 
work.
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Components of the Discussion

•

•

•
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Abstract

• Summarizes the paper

• Widely read and therefore important

• Commonly organized in IMRAD format (may be or not 
structured abstract, with headings corresponding to the 
various sections)

• Normally should not include figures, tables, references

• It is easier to write the abstract after completion of the 
paper
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test, Pearson’s 

 

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT
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UNSTRUCTURED ABSTRACT

Abstract

’

–

±

–
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• Based on the focus of the study

• Captures main topics of the article

• 3 to 5 words

• Terms from Medical Subject Headings 
(MeSH terms) list in Index Medicus are 
used
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